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We work with others to protect the health of the people of 

Washington State by ensuring safe and reliable drinking water.

Washington State Department of Health

Office of Drinking Water

PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL

SUBSTANCES (PFAS) IN DRINKING 

WATER
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PFAS in the News
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Potential Sources of PFAS in Drinking Water

 Aqueous film-forming 

foams (AFFF): (military sites, 

fire training centers, AFFF 

spill sites, civilian airports)

Manufacturing plants, industrial 

use sites, waste water treatment 

plants, land fills.
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Military Conducting Voluntary PFAS Testing 

Nationwide Near Fire Training Areas

(2016―Present)

Whidbey Naval 

Air Station

Fairchild Air 

Force Base

Joint Base

Lewis McChord
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PFAS Chemical Action 

Plan (CAP) 

Advisory Committee
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Statewide Chemical Action Plan for PFAS
Draft Recommendations 
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Statewide Chemical Action Plan for PFAS

Schedule update

1. On Schedule 60-day comment period September 

2020

2. Final recommendations at high level remain same.

3. Final CAP Early 2021

4. DOH will review final recommendations prior to 

comment period
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State Board of Health: Rulemaking

1. Petition to set state PFAS drinking 

water standards

2. SBOH accepted petition Oct 2017

3. Considerations

 SAL vs. MCL

 Which PFAS to include?

 Action levels?

 Addressing PFAS mixtures

 Update the Lab Rule

WA State DOH | 10

SALs are Health Protective Levels 

A level in water 

expected to be without 

appreciable health 

effects over a lifetime 

of exposure, this 

includes sensitive 

groups.
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Contaminant

SAL

(parts per trillion)

PFOA 10

PFOS 15

PFNA 14

PFHxS 70

PFBS 1,300

Draft SALs for PFAS in Drinking Water

WA State DOH | 12

Types of comments received

 DOH should develop an MCL not an SAL

 Treatment is expensive and funding should 

be addressed.

 Technical comments on specific monitoring  

descriptions, definitions, references

 Comments highlighting need for Lab Rule

 3M comments (200 or so pages)
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MCL Considerations

 Concerns that an MCL is needed for funding

Want the certainty of an MCL

 SBOH considerations for starting with SAL

Want the process of MCL development in 

rule
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Funding Treatment for PFAS

 PFAS contamination is an eligible condition 

for SRF funding

 Ecology continues to work on both grant 

funding and is prepared to move forward 

with cleanup standards once SAL is in rule.

 This imposes both state and federal 

requirements for responsible parties to 

address contamination.
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Lab Rule Update

 Coordinating for both rules at once

 Addresses approved methods

 Establishes test panel

 Does not preclude systems from sampling 

for more analytes
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State Board of Health: Rulemaking-Past

doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/4200/PFAS-Timeline.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/4200/PFAS-Timeline.pdf
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Next Steps

 Complete Draft Rule changes addressing 

comments

 Updating SBOH on recommendations

 Outreach on Draft Lab Rule

 Coordination with Ecology on cleanup standards

 Ecology grants
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Contact Information

MIKE MEANS, R.G., LHG

Director, Office of Drinking Water

Environmental Public Health

Washington State Department of Health

mike.means@doh.wa.gov

Ph. 360.236.3178 |www.doh.wa.gov/DrinkingWater

mailto:mike.means@doh.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/DrinkingWater
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